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Inspiration
Renovation

B Former Peninsula
resident Amely
Wurmbrand credits
the architecture of
her alma maters,
Ridgecrest
Intermediate School
and Palos Verdes
High School, for
shaping her design
style.

By Carrie Yamato
Special fo Her Mews

When  Seatthe  residenits
wanl an interior designer
whose specialty is mid-centu-
ty modern, there’s a good
chance rhr_."ll hire Amely
‘Wurmbrand.

"1 get a lat of clients whoe
appreciate modern and call
e, said Whirrnbrand., whose
award-winming designs have
been featured in several shel
ter magagites, ! am koown
tor my work with mud-centu-
ry maodern homes and have a
|t af kﬂﬂh“!ﬂdﬁt in that spe-
cific style and era”

Wurmbrand tirst hecame
aware of the cean-line and
apen-space style of architec
ture &t the University of
Caolorado at Boulder, *T toak
a lot of classes n art history
and hecame emamored with
the mid-century architecture
period,” she said. ™1 read all
abowi fis ropts ... how it was
born from the Bauhaws in
Germany and [from the style
of] Frank Lloyd Wrighe

Bt while studymg dedpn
at Cosnish College of the Arts
in Washinglon, she realized
hér penchant for the mid
century lnok might have keen

shaped long before her college
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“1 was looking throwgh a
book and discovered that
Ricgecrest and FY High were
koth d:—.g.ig,n:d by Richard
Meatra, a wery famous mid-
century  architect,”  said
Wurmbgand, "Ar thar tume, |
was  peally  inee  Richard
Meutra, | was lving doa mid-
cenlary sL}-’]-r hrenaee, Ky buas-
band grew up m a Richard
Meutra hoane ... Then when 1
realized [ grew wp in his
buildicgs, it became very full
circle to me Meutra was a
masier a1 [blarring interiar
and exterior spaces), and you
can ser it all over his watk at
Ridgecrest and PV High."

While Wurmbrand  has
fonnd & petfect carevt for her
ineress and valents, inerkor
desapn wasn't abways her pro-
fessaomal calting. She also pue-
sued & career in jaer singing
and is a alented painter.

“1 thouaght she was goang to
be a painter,” said her dad,
Michael Wurmbrand. “She
was  excellent. HMow, she
expresses her artisiic capabili-
ties thaugh her work.”

“I"ve ahwaye been involved
in interigr design apd con-
straction,” sad Warmbeand,
whe memodeled her thres
homes before the age of 22,
“But it took me a while
realize that nterior design
was a professon and that not
all pecple spent time and
energy thinking about the
way their spaces work.”

A modern movement

According 10 Wurmbrand,
mid-century architecture is
making a g comeback. The
style reflecis the time period
when Amerscans moved away
from live-in help and compli-
cated living arrangements,
and therefare the homes’
space arrangement is infor-
rrsl,

*The flaar plin:e. are fabu-
lons” sald Warmbrand, “The
pubslic spases are big, and the
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Interior desigrer Amely Wurmbrand visits one of her favorite
architecturai spots &t Ridgecrest intermedizte Schoal

homes usually have a great
room, which is |1-c'~'rr'¢;1' far
large gatherings. 10s homest
ard relamed and casy 1o live in,

“Peaple are startlng e s
itz architectural puritg” she
cantinwed. “There's a hoge
interest. [ become a sallee-
tor's thing. IF you bive i a
Richard MNeutra house, wou
hawe a piece ot art.”

And for those people wha
might nat feel complet=ly
comfortable with the stack-
ness of the modern style,
‘Wurmbrand is deing her part
v ke them feel more af
B,

“Whale a lot of gy work is
oud-century  modern, 'm
doing it in a way where 1t
warm,” she =id. *1 think o
was actually borm that way,
but it went througk this
strange period where peoples
tried to do it as clean and
mirimalist as possible, and ot
lost a litthe seul. T'm working
with it im a way that is a lirle
mrvnre hoemey”

Ridgecrest reunions
.-'I.I1h-'|ug_]1 Wiarmbrand
hasn't lived on the Perinsala
since graduating from PV

High in F28%, she flies down
e Los Angehis o couphe times
a month for work-related
projects — she has worked on
two HOTY shives and remosd-
eled & kitchen — to see her
tamily, and, af <ourse;, to
check oot Mewtras work
bier alma maters.

*I lik= to gro down there to
zeg how he did things in a
public sedting. said
‘Wurmbrand. “He had a very
hilistic approach to his budld-
ings and Bow they were set
o thedr enviranment,”

Whurnibrand savs sl pow
uses the same mwethod when
designing for a client,

I speod a Jot of tme koak-
ing at the views in my cients’
homes and using the suwr-
rounding Gndscape to form
the colors and textures of the
interinTs,” she saxdl. “His idea
has had a big influsnce on me

. i part becanse | experi
enced it in sich a wonderful
way,”

For wrore informarion on
Amely Wirmbrand Destgng,
g on to her Web nle ar
wwveamelpdesigna. conr,



